14.  AFTER CHAURICHAURA
To THE EDITOR, Toung India
SIR,
I was one of the six deputed at Hata Tehsil by the District
Congress Committee, Gorakhpur, to help the villages in resuming their
normal aspect. Hata Tehsil is in the vicinity of Chauri Chaura, During
my short stay there, I was flooded with the reports of the unbridled
tyranny of the police from various quarters. News came from Dhanavti
(and I had no reasons to dismiss them as untrue) that the police had exac-
ted bribes from the people on pain of implicating them in the Chauri
Chaura affair. While I was touring through the villages, I was authentical-
ly informed at Usri that three persons of Deogaon, Chattar Dhari, Ram
Khagid and Amlu were made to pay Rs. 10, 2 and 1 respectively by the
sowars at the point of the spear. Reports of brutal assaults were not
lacking. I myself saw with my own naked eyes the cuts inflicted by the
merciless shower of lashes (or cane) to which one Bhagelua Koeri of Ubhaon
village was subjected. One rupee was subsequently snatched away from
him which belonged to the Congress Fund. I have known the people
who have been actually looted. If the Government cares to contradict
the reports, I will take it upon myself to prove the substance of the alle-
gations I have made.
I assure you many a crime of the police would not see the light
of the day. If you come to know of the splendid patience with which
the Khalabadis (the people of Basti Tehsil) are bearing the untold miseries
that have fallen to their lot, you will bless them abundantly.
SUDARSHAN BHAVAN                                                                               Yo'WS, etC,9
ALLAHABAD,                                                           JANG BAHADUR SINGH
28-2-'22
Whatever the guilt of the crowd at Chauri Chaura, the
police outrages reported by numerous correspondents are wholly
unjustified. The remedy with the people is to love the police in
spite of their atrocities and to wean them from their error.
Toung India, 9-3-1922